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Words of Inspiration for CMS Class of 2013
On Monday, June 3rd, the gymnasium 
at Central Middle School was filled to 
capacity with  excited CMS graduates and 
their family members.  

The middle school 8th graders filed in, 
just as they had practiced for days prior, 
in perfect order, Principal Randy Fortin 
began the formal ceremony leading the 
crowd in the Pledge and the Twister Choir 
beautifully sang the Star Spangled Banner.
Board Members, Superintendent, Dr. Jeff 
Stawick, and school principals were all 
on hand for the auspicious occasion.

Mr. Fortin spoke eloquently to the 
graduating class.  He reminded the 
students of the support that they had from 
their families.  He asked each of them 
to re-dedicate themselves into making 
themselves a better person.  He said, 
“Remember that you don’t always have 
to follow the crowd. Do the right thing, 
even if no one is watching. Study hard 
and remember that you are investing 
in yourself.” Mr. Fortin’s last words of 
advice, “Don’t be in too big of a hurry to 
grow up. There are some great times ahead 
in your life, don’t rush past them.”  Mr. 

Fortin introduced the 8th grade speaker, 
Austin Franczak who was received 
thunderous applause and cheers. 

Students had the honor to walk across 
the stage to accept their diploma from 
awaiting Board Members as they made 
their final journey at CMS. The entire 
ceremony was perfectly executed and 
lasted approximately 60 minutes. 

Mr. Fortin reflected, “Graduation is one 
of those great occasions when we get 
to celebrate our young people– their 
achievements, their perseverance and 
their successes.”  Mr. Bret Pignatiello, 
Assistant Principal said, “Graduation 
is not only a time for parents, family, 
and friends to be proud of the 
accomplishments of our students, it is 
also a proud moment for the CMS staff.  
To see the growth that these students have 
shown is only a glimpse that forecasts a 
successful future.” 

Graduation streamed live and was 
viewable worldwide. Visit www.
district146.org for a link to the CMS 8th 
Graduation video.
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On your marks, get set, go!  Mark Reilly has heard that 
plenty of times!  Mr. Reilly is our own Marathon Man!  

Mr. Reilly, a ninth-year teacher at D146, teaches fifth grade 
at Memorial School.  When he is not busy grading papers, 
or preparing for tests, he likes to use his free time to run.  

He began running in 2001, through the encouragement 
of his father-in-law, also an avid runner.  Ridge Run 
was the first 5k (which is equal to 3.1 miles) that Mr. 
Reilly and his father-in-law ran together.  The running 
duo kept signing up for more races, and Mr. Reilly ran 
his first marathon in 2008.  His 2nd marathon (also in 
2008) was the Chicago Marathon, which was also the 
largest marathon he has ever run in to date.  In all he 
has officially run eight marathons in six different 
states, including the famous Boston Marathon.

What motivates Mr. Reilly to keep running?  Well besides 
being goal-driven to beat his own time, he says, “Staying 
fit. Running is great for your cardiovascular system, for 
stress relief, and for helping you lose and/or maintain your 
weight.”  He continues to run four to five days per week, 
when not training for a particular race, but when marathons 
are in sight, he bumps that training to 55-75 miles per week.

If  you  are interested in running, but not sure where 
to begin, besides getting medical clearance from your 
physician, Mr. Reilly suggests that you go to a dedicated 
running store to be properly-fitted for your running shoes. 
He also suggests looking online for a training program 
that meet your goals.  “Some of the local running stores 
offer free running groups for different levels of runners.”  

When asked about his favorite running moment, he was 
quick to say, “When I broke three hours for the first time 
in 2011 at the Milwaukee Marathon.  My time, and still 
my fastest, was 2:58:35.” 

Well, with his dedication, proper nutrition and safety, Mr. 
Reilly will be our Marathon Man for many, many more 
years!  Happy running!

Marathon ManD146 Bids Seven Retiring Teachers 
A Fond Farewell

Collectively they have worked 111 years.  The retiring 
teachers laughed when they heard that number. Of the 
six retiring in June 2013, four reside at Fierke Education 
Center.

“It’s a big year for Fierke retirement,” said Principal 
Mark French.  “Each of these ladies is remarkable in 
their own way, and have contributed their talent and 
skills for the betterment of our students, and to our 
teaching environment as a whole.  They have been not 
only excellent teachers and mentors, but a huge part of 
our Fierke family. I will personally miss them all, but 
sincerely thank them for all of their hard work.”

Mrs. Peg Snyder, LBS, has been with D146 for 26 
years,  Mrs. Geri Scanlon, Reading Specialist,  has 
been with the district for 28, while Mrs. Terri O’Toole, 
Social Worker, has been with D146 for 23 years.   Mrs. 
Pat Bidinger shares her school psychologist skills with 
Kruse, and has been with CCSD146 for 17 years total. 

Also retiring from D146 are teachers Sue Milewski, 
Early Learning Teacher, Fulton School, who has 
worked 19 years with the District and Evelyn Billie, 
CMS Social Science Teacher. She was hired in 1994 
making it 19 years with the District at her retirement.

Fulton Principal Mr. Ron Gonser said of Mrs. 
Milewski’s retirement, “ It has been a pleasure 
working with Sue these past years. She is a dedicated 
professional who believes that every child can learn. 
She clearly has made a difference to not only hundreds 
of students that she has taught, but her work will 
continue to impact students for years to come. Sue 
will be missed.”

School District 146 and the families are grateful to 
the retirees, and wish them all well on their future 
endeavors.

Fierke staff members from left to right:  Mrs. Terri O’Toole, 
Mrs. Geri Scanlon, Mrs. Peg Snyder & Mrs. Pat Bidinger



Kruse Education Center students explored outer space 
while still on Earth, and thanks to the experience, they 
may soon start setting their sights to the stars. The 5th 
graders at Kruse studied and worked hard for two months 
prior to their highly anticipated April 30th field trip to 
the Challenger Learning Center, located on the Purdue 
University-Calumet Campus in Hammond, IN. 

Fifth grade teachers helped to prepare students for their 
field trip. Students participated in problem-based learning 
activities and team-building exercises in preparation for 
their space mission. The groundwork later proved to be 
very useful to the success of their mission in space at the 
Challenger Education Center.

Additional preparations prior to the trip included students 
applying and interviewing for jobs on the mission. 
Students had to apply, interview and were told either that 
they got the job, or that they were assigned to a different 
area that perhaps suited their talents or skills better. 
Approximately two weeks before the mission students 
received a formal letter with their mission assignment.

The specific mission for the all-day field trip was called 
Rendezvous with a Comet. The students were divided 
up into groups: International Space Station and Mission 
Control. Their goal of the mission was to collect data on a 
comet and relay that information back to mission control. 
The students remained dedicated to their positions and 
successfully completed their assigned tasks.  

Kruse 5th graders, after experiencing what is sure to be 
one of their best field trip memories, landed safely back 
at school, and are now preparing for their next mission… 
6th grade at CMS.

Fierke students celebrate Olympic Days indoors

CCSD146 Partners 
With Infosnap and E-Pay

District 146 has implemented an online registration 
system in an effort to streamline and simplify 
services for parents. Parents can pay online for both 
registration and school lunches via Illinois E-Pay.

D146 will no longer accept paper registration 
forms.  Computer terminals are available at the 
Administration Center for families with questions, 
or for those who may not have internet access at 
home.

“The move to an online registration and payment 
system was a good one for both parents and the 
district,” said Jeff Charleston, Director of Business 
Services for D146.  “Parents benefit by now being 
able to do everything online, including paying by 
credit card, an option we never had before now. The 
district benefits by cutting down on all the paper 
and having better report-generating capabilities.” 

Mr. Charleston also noted that the E-Pay system 
can be used for both online lunch payments as well. 
“Parents can fund their student’s account more 
quickly.  The system is designed to be convenient 
for our D146 families.”

Both Infosnap (online registration information) and 
E-Pay (the payment for registration and/or lunches) 
are currently available for use.  To register, please 
visit the district’s website at www.district146.org 
and click on the registration link at the top of the 
page.  To pay student registration fees, or to fund 
a student lunch account, please click on the E-Pay 
link on the left side of the page.

Correction: 
In the spring issue of the Horizon, an article regarding a play 
performed by the Kruse students mistakingly named the 
performance as The Wizard of Oz.    In actuality they performed  
“The Magical Land of Oz.”  We regret the error. 

Kruse 5th Graders 
Rendevous With A Comet



Featured D146 Student Writer:  Hershey

My advice to incoming fifth graders 
is it gets a lot harder.  Teachers will 
expect you to be good role models. 
You will need to get homework 
assignments in on time too.  You need 
to be responsible, and keep all of your 
things organized. 

The teachers want you to always try 
your best, like studying for a test so 
you can get a good grade. You always 
should try to do a good job.  

If you don’t do a good job by not 
studying and not taking your time, you 
will get a bad grade.  When you show 
the grade to your parents they will get 
mad at you and you also disappoint 
your teacher for not trying your best.  
When all of your friends are so happy 
they got A’s and B’s on their test, you 
will feel sad because you were the 
only one that got a D on the test. 

Staying on task can be hard to do. 
Goofing around during class can get 
you into big trouble. Talking while the 
teacher or a classmate is talking can 
get you into trouble too, and it is very 
rude.

Don’t be mean to other kids.  Bullying 
is very bad. Being mean to someone 
can really hurt their feelings.  It doesn’t 
matter if you are doing it verbally or 
physically, bullying someone still isn’t 
right.

One last piece of advice to incoming fifth 
graders is to have fun! You shouldn’t 
be afraid of going into a new grade. 
You will be nervous at first, but then 
you start to become more comfortable 
after the first day.

I hope that my advice will help the 
incoming fifth graders.
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